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THE   TIMES   HISTORY   OF   THE   WAP.
Throughout April trench warfare of secondary importance proceeded with varying success on the more open ground between Mariampol, Ludvinovo and Kalvaria. This is, e.g,9 a Russian report dealing with the fighting of April 9: At day-break the Russians attacked the German positions between Kalvaria and Ludvinovo " and captured, following upon an obstinate bayonet fight, two lines of trenches. We took prisoners 600 of the rank and file and several officers, and also captured eight machine-guns." Similar reports describing German successes appear on other days in German communiques; on some days both sides have to report gains from different parts of the front.
Did not every  battle,  even the  smallest,
rest of East Prussia by the broad barrier of the lower Niemen, it is of practically no strategic importance.
On March 17 a, detachment of Russian troops advanced from Taurogi towards Momel. Near the frontier they fought an encounter with Prussian troops, capturing two guns, four machine-guns, two motor-lorries full of ammunition, and a number of prisoners On the sumo day they entered the town of Memol. No importance was attached to this raid in Petro-grad, but in Berlin it excited tho most intense irritation, even rage. " A cheap success was gained by Russian troops who invaded North Prussia in the direction of Memol, plundering and burning villages and farms. Russian towns* occupied by us havo therefore bocn ordered to
AUSTRIANS  IN  A  TRENCH  FIRING   A
MACHINE  GUN.
entail so much of human tragedy, we might say that, during the early spring, outside the Carpathians, most of the fighting was carried on, at least from the point of view of strategy, pour passer le temps.
In the extreme north, beyond the river Niemen, stretches along the sea a narrow strip of land, still forming part of East Prussia; it includes the districts of Heidekrug and Memel, and Memel is its chief town (the true Lithuanian and Slav name of Memel is Klajpeda). The population of this district is mainly Lithuanian, the towns are German.* Separated from tho
* In the district of Hoidokrug 61*9 per cent, of the population are Lithuanian?, in the district of Memel, *7-1 per cent.; if we take the rural districts of Memel, apart from the town, the proportion of the Lithuanian, speaking population rises to 70 per cent.
AUSTRIAN   OFFICERS  REFRESH THEMSELVES*
pay a heavy penalty an damages For oaeh German village or farm burnt, by those hordes three Russian villages or farms will bo destroyed. Each act of damage by burning in Motuol will be answered by the burning of Russian Oovom-ment buildings at Suvalki and other capitate of governments occupied by us."
When the Russians approached Momol, tho two regiments of Prussian Landsturm which defended it disbanded and minglod with tho population. " When our troops entered the town at 8 p.m.," says tho Russian official communique of March 21, " they wero received with fire from tho houses and from behind barricades. The civilian population, as well as the troops, took part in the fighting. Our troops were then withdrawn from Momel, which was subjected to a short bombardment.